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Addie Zierman is a writer, blogger and speaker. She 
has an MFA from Hamline University and is the 
author of When We Were On Fire: A Memoir of 
Consuming Faith, Tangled Love and Starting Over –
 which was named	  by	  Publisher’s	  Weekly	  as	  one	  of	  
the best books of 2013. 
 
Her second memoir, Night Driving: A Story of Faith 
in the Dark, is due out March 2016. Set against the 
backdrop of a spontaneous, winter road trip that 
Addie takes alone with her two young children, this 
book explores the gap between our sunny, faith 
fictions and a God who often seems hidden and 
silent. 
 
In addition to her books, Addie has been published 
in a variety of magazines and journals, including 
The Literary Bohemian, Rock & Sling, and Relief.  Her 
work has also appeared in Relevant online, 
Christianity	  Today’s women’s	  blog Her.meneutics, 
and MOPS Magazine.  
 
She blogs regularly at addiezierman.com, where she 
explores issues related to faith and where common 
themes include faith baggage, cynicism, depression, 
community and beauty. Addie is passionate about 
fostering vulnerability, authenticity and grace in 
faith communities and about creating safe spaces 
for spiritual healing. 
 
Addie is a Diet Coke enthusiast with a penchant for 
bad TV. She lives in Minnesota with her husband, 
Andrew, and her two young sons (Dane and Liam). 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

ABOUT ADDIE 

http://best-books.publishersweekly.com/pw/best-books/2013/religion#book/book-2
http://best-books.publishersweekly.com/pw/best-books/2013/religion#book/book-2


 
 
I began blogging in September 2011 under the title How to 
Talk Evangelical. This was the working title of my first book, 
which, in the end, became When We Were on Fire: A Story of 
Consuming Faith, Tangled Love, and Starting Over. The blog 
was a kind of extension of the work I was doing in that book 
– exploring terms that formed the backbone of the Christian 
lingo that for so long informed my faith. 
 
More importantly, the blog provided a way to connect with 
others as we worked through a changing, evolving kind of 
faith.  
 
As I wrote post after post on my take on evangelical clichés and Christianese terms, readers added stories and 
insights, creating a complex and beautiful portrait of this thing we call Christianity. 
 
The blog is no longer called How to Talk Evangelical, but is simply addiezierman.com. My name. As my life has 
changed, I began to do a little veering away from writing just about those tricky terms. I realized somewhere 
down the line that redefining my faith was only part of it. Really, it was about learning to redefine myself. 
 
If	  you’re	  interested	  in	  having me speak at your event, my blog is the best place to get a sense of the themes that 
I’m	  passionate	  about. These posts – some of my popular and personal favorite – are a great place to start! 

 
Come Weary:	  “Come with your mind skittering a thousand different directions. Come with your 
insurmountable to-do	  list,	  and	  don’t	  feel	  a	  bit	  guilty	  when	  you	  keep	  drifting	  back	  to	  the	  day’s	  demands.	  
Just	  notice	  it,	  and	  then	  make	  your	  way	  back	  to	  the	  quiet.” 
 
For My Sons, On Depression:	  “And	  I	  can’t	  explain	  this	  to	  you	  when	  you	  ask	  me	  in	  the	  drive	  thru,	  “What	  
medicine,	  Mom?”	  When	  you	  look	  at	  me,	  all	  curiosity	  and	  concern,	  I	  can’t	  tell	  you	  the	  whole,	  hard	  truth.	  
But	  someday,	  you’re	  going	  to	  need	  to	  know	  it.	  Someday,	  your	  psyche	  will	  gel	  into	  something	  more solid – 
and listen: this	  darkness	  might	  be	  part	  of	  it.” 
 
An Open Letter to the Church: How to Love the Cynics: “We sit, arms crossed at the edge of it, 
hypersensitive to your	  failures	  and	  your	  faults…We are constantly aware of the darkness: yours and ours. 
The	  whole	  wide	  world,	  broken	  and	  dying,	  hurling	  herself	  into	  the	  abyss.” 
 
In	  Case	  It’s	  the	  Right	  Question: “We belong to a God who never stops seeking us, and my experience has 
been that faith is not so much Lost then found as it is being found again and again and again. And to 
become more like Jesus is to learn the holy work of finding each other.” 

 
You	  Don’t	  Have	  to	  Be	  Good: “This is the only place in your whole world where there are no expectations; 
this is the one person you cannot disappoint. There is no test. God is not waiting for you to do some 
certain thing or to say some particular combination of words to give you Good Things.” 

 
 

BLOGGING 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1601425457/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1601425457&linkCode=as2&tag=addizier-20&linkId=KXMX6ECORHRENNHS%22%3EWhen%20We%20Were%20on%20Fire:%20A%20Memoir%20of%20Consuming%20Faith,%20Tangled%20Love,%20and%20Starting%20Over
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1601425457/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1601425457&linkCode=as2&tag=addizier-20&linkId=KXMX6ECORHRENNHS%22%3EWhen%20We%20Were%20on%20Fire:%20A%20Memoir%20of%20Consuming%20Faith,%20Tangled%20Love,%20and%20Starting%20Over
http://addiezierman.com/2013/02/05/come-weary/
http://addiezierman.com/2013/09/05/for-my-sons-on-depression-at-deeper-story/
http://addiezierman.com/2013/02/21/an-open-letter-to-the-church-how-to-love-the-cynics/
http://addiezierman.com/2013/11/26/in-case-its-the-right-question/
http://addiezierman.com/2013/05/14/you-dont-have-to-be-good-thoughts-on-grace/


  

 
 

BOOKS 
When We Were on Fire 
A Memoir of Consuming Faith, Tangled Love, and Starting Over 
(Published October, 15 2013, Convergent Books) 
 
In the strange, us-versus-them world	  of	  ‘90s	  Christian	  subculture,	  
faith was measured in Jesus fish, WWJD bracelets, and purity pledges. 
And Addie Zierman was an evangelical poster child – so	  “on	  fire	  for	  
God”	  that	  she	  didn’t	  realize	  the	  flame	  of	  her	  faith was dwindling until 
it burned entirely out. 
 
With candor and transparency, Addie chronicles her journey through 
church culture, first love, and her entrance – unprepared and angry – 
into marriage When she washes out of church, and nearly her 
marriage, on a	  sea	  of	  tequila	  and	  depression,	  she	  isn’t	  sure	  if	  she’ll	  
ever go back. 
 
This is the funny, heartbreaking story of untangling oneself from 
cliché	  in	  search	  of	  a	  faith	  worth	  embracing.	  It’s	  	  a	  story	  for	  anyone	  
who has ever felt alone in a crowded church. For the cynic. The 
doubter.	  The	  former	  Jesus	  freak	  struggling	  through	  life’s	  complexity. 
 
It’s	  a	  story	  about	  the	  slow	  work	  of	  returning	  to	  love	  and	  about	  what	  
lasts when nothing seems worth keeping. 

Night Driving 
A Story of Faith in the Dark 
(Releases March, 15 2015, Convergent Books) 
 
How do you know God is real? In the emotionally-charged, fire-filled 
faith in which Addie Zierman grew up, the answer to this question 
was simple: Because	  you’ve	  FELT	  him. 
 
Now, at age 30, she feels nothing. Just the darkness pressing in. Just 
the winter cold.	  Just	  a	  buzzing	  silence	  where	  God’s	  voice	  used	  to	  be. 
 
So she loads her two small children into the minivan one February 
afternoon and heads south in one last-ditch effort to find the Light. 
 
In her second memoir, Night Driving, Addie Zierman powerfully 
explores the gap between our sunny, faith fictions and a God who 
often seems hidden and silent. 
 
Against	  the	  backdrop	  of	  rushing	  Interstates,	  strangers’	  hospitality,	  
gas station coffee, and screaming children, Addie stumbles toward a 
faith that makes room for	  doubt,	  disappointment,	  and	  darkness…and	  
learns that sometimes you have to run away to find your way home. 
 



 
In addition to my books and blog, I love to write for other websites, journals and magazines. While not a 
comprehensive	  list,	  this	  should	  give	  an	  idea	  of	  the	  scope	  of	  writing	  that	  I’ve	  done. 
 
Books: 
 
NIV	  Bible	  for	  Women:	  Fresh	  Insights	  for	  Thriving	  in	  Today’s	  World - Contributor 
 
Magazines: 
 
MomSense Magazine Summer	  2012,	  “Am	  I	  Enough”	   
 
Relevant Magazine, “Shoot	  Christians	  Say” 
 

Websites and Blogs: 
 
Off the Page (new web ministry of Our Daily Bread) – Regular Contributor 
 
A Deeper Story – Regular Contributor 
 
Christianity	  Today’s	  Her.Meneutics blog, “Replacing	  Sunday	  Mornings” 
 
On Faith (Formerly Washington Post faith blog), “5	  Churchy	  Phrases	  That	  Are	  Scaring	  Off	  Millennials” 
 
Christ and Pop Culture, “Jennifer	  Knapp	  and	  the	  Long	  Road	  Back” 
 
Rachel Held Evans, Women of the Gospel Series, “The	  Whole	  Bloody	  Truth” 
 
CruPress Green, “Wear	  Love” 
 
SheLoves Magazine, “Love	  for	  the	  One	  Passing	  Through” and “Making	  Space	  Anyway” 
 
Literary Journals 
 
Literary Bohemian, “Escape	  on	  the	  Canal” 
 
Relief Journal, Issue 6.2, “Jesus	  Mania” 
 
Rock & Sling,	  Issue	  8.1,	  “Here	  Comes	  the	  Dark”	   
  

 
 

OTHER WRITING 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B013F7V5HG/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B013F7V5HG&linkCode=as2&tag=addizier-20&linkId=SZCIHPDQIORI32JI%22%3ENIV%20Bible%20for%20Women:%20Fresh%20Insights%20for%20Thriving%20in%20Today's%20World
http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/church/features/28625-shoot-christians-say
http://offthepage.com/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2013/october/confessions-of-returned-millennial-christian.html
http://www.faithstreet.com/onfaith/2013/11/07/5-churchy-phrases-that-are-scaring-off-millennials
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/christandpopculture/jennifer-knapp-and-the-long-road-back/
http://rachelheldevans.com/blog/addie-zierman-bloody-truth
http://crupressgreen.com/wear-love/
http://shelovesmagazine.com/2013/love-one-passing/
http://shelovesmagazine.com/2014/making-space-anyway/
http://www.literarybohemian.com/postcard-prose/postcard/escape-on-the-canal/
http://www.amazon.com/Relief-Christian-Literary-Expression-Issue-ebook/dp/B00BVVY1L6/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1444833324&sr=8-3&keywords=addie+zierman


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SPEAKING 

Recent Speaking Engagements 
 
Taylor University, Upland, Indiana 
 
The Book Cellar, Chicago IL 
 
Trevecca University, Nashville, TN 
 
SouthPark Christian Church, Charlotte, NC 
 
Imago Dei Church, Peoria, IL 
 
Windhover Writer's Festival, Belton, TX 
 
Emerging Artist's Collective, Minneapolis, MN 
 
Sojourn Women's Retreat, Minneapolis, MN 
 
Christ Presbyterian Church, Theology on Tap 
and	  Mom’s	  Morning	  Minneapolis MN 
 

LISTEN/WATCH ONLINE 
 
My speaking style can be described as gentle, vulnerable 
and authentic. Connection and authenticity are important to 
me, so my focus is on making every person in my audience 
feel seen and validated. To get a sense of my style, listen or 
watch here. (You can also hear me on Moody Radio, where I 
am a regular devotional contributor.) 
 

x Imago Dei Church, Peoria, IL 
The Good Work of Reimagining Faith (Audio) 
 

x On the difficulty of finding a church (Video) 
 

x When We Were on Fire Book Trailer (Video) 
 

x In Conversation with Doug Pagitt (Video) 
 

x Radio Dialogue with Robin Jones Gunn and Chris 
Fabry on Faith and Christian Romance Novels 
(Audio) 

http://www.imagodeichurch.org/resources/multimedia/details?id=303980
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-WL8jzQzJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pRL6sQx7ek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZxUqeL3gAE
http://www.moodyradio.org/Chris-Fabry-Live/2015/09-2015/2015-09-25---Faith-in-Reality---Letting-Go-of-June-Bug/
http://www.moodyradio.org/Chris-Fabry-Live/2015/09-2015/2015-09-25---Faith-in-Reality---Letting-Go-of-June-Bug/


 

 
 

SPEAKING 
POSSIBLE SPEAKER/PANEL TOPICS 
I’m	  willing	  to	  explore	  many	  topics	  according	  to	  your	  
event	  needs,	  but	  here	  are	  a	  few	  that	  I’m	  passionate	  and	  
that	  I’ve	  used	  in	  the	  past.	  Any of these topics can be 
condensed into a short talk for a single event or 
expanded and deepened for a retreat environment. 
 
Creating Meaningful Church Communities 
We all want to experience belonging and acceptance in 
our churches, but sometimes that seems impossible. In 
the midst of busyness and in light of limitations, how do 
we create authentic, sustainable spaces for connection, 
vulnerability and growth? 
 
Faith Seasons 
Anyone who has lived the life of faith for any amount of 
time	  knows	  that	  it’s	  not	  always	  sunshine.	  Faith	  is	  cyclical,	  
and its various seasons can open our eyes to the many-
faceted heart	  of	  God…if	  we’ll	  let	  them.	  This	  talk	  focuses	  
on the complexities of each of our faith seasons and how 
we might make space for God exactly where we are. 
 
Reimagining Your Faith 
Over time, the language of faith can get heavy with 
baggage and brittle with overuse. Whether Christian 
clichés	  have	  left	  you	  wounded…or	  just	  feeling	  stale	  and	  
bored with your faith, the answer is imagination. What 
might we discover if we broadened our definitions? If we 
dared to look at our faith through a new lens, might we 
find	  beautiful	  new	  truths	  we	  hadn’t	  seen	  before?	  	   
 
Writing as an Act of Faith and Spiritual Discovery 
Writing honestly and specifically about our faith journeys 
can give us a new lens to see the threads of grace and 
beauty woven through our stories. During this	  talk,	  I’ll	  
share how, during a time when I most wanted to run 
away from my faith, God pursued me through the writing 
process. Then, depending on the length of the event, I can 
either provide steps forward or lead your audience 
through writing exercises or a full workshop experience. 
 
A few other topics: 
x Faith & Depression 
x Social Media for 

Writers 
x Unpacking Your 

Church Baggage 

x Memoir Writing 
x Things We Need to 

Stop Saying to Youth 
Group Kids 

x Faith in the Dark 
 



 
Publisher’s  Weekly 
Starred Review and one of their Best Books of 2013 
 

“With	  its	  luminous	  prose,	  Zierman’s	  memoir	  reads	  like	  a	  novel,	  threaded	  
with imperfect faith, doubt, deep searching, love and friendship and loss 
and depression. The slice of young adult life Zierman offers has a universal 
taste. This memoir is reminiscent of some of the best in the genre, 
including	  Lauren	  Winner’s	  Girl	  Meets	  God—though	  Zierman’s	  is	  not	  a	  
story with a happy, evangelical return, and instead one about the rage a 
young woman might feel about being swindled by evangelical youth 
culture. She is a writer to watch and this is a book to savor to the very last 
page.” 
 
Glennon Doyle Melton at Momastery  
 

“When	  We	  Were	  on	  Fire	  is	  a	  true	  work	  of	  art…it’s	  big,	  wide,	  deep	  and	  true.	  
Addie	  is	  a	  poet.” 
 

Rachel Held Evans, Author of Faith Unraveled and A Year of Biblical Womanhood 
 

“Addie	  Zierman	  is	  a	  master	  storyteller	  whose	  sharp	  wit	  is	  matched	  only	  by	  her	  disarming	  sincerity.	  ‘When	  We	  
Were	  on	  Fire’	  introduces	  her	  as	  one	  of	  this	  generation’s	  most	  promising	  new	  voices.	  Prepare	  to	  laugh	  out	  loud	  
and nod along as this book delights, challenges, tickles, and inspires. For those of us working to reconcile the faith 
of	  our	  youth	  with	  the	  faith	  of	  our	  adulthood,	  it’s	  such	  a	  joy	  to	  have	  a friend	  like	  Addie	  along	  for	  the	  journey.” 
 
Kristen Howerton at Rage Against the Minivan 
 

“Reading When We Were On Fire was	  like	  reading	  my	  own	  story.	  It’s	  an	  insightful,	  unflinching	  look	  at	  growing	  up	  
evangelical. Addie recounts her misplaced zeal and resulting crisis of faith with humor and poignancy . . . 
ultimately discovering that a relationship with God is less about following Christian culture norms and more 
about	  following	  Him.” 
 
Sarah Bessey, author of Jesus Feminist and Out of Sorts 
 
“[Addie’s] journey through the disillusionments and then her rebellion against the false boundary-markers and 
empty	  language	  of	  an	  “on	  fire”	  faith	  culminates	  in	  her	  ongoing	  journey	  of	  hope	  and	  redemption.	  There	  is	  a	  wise	  
sadness to her words, a depth that disarms. Addie	  is	  a	  beautiful	  writer	  but	  she’s	  also	  bold	  and	  honest	  as	  she	  tends	  
the wounds of consumer evangelicalism on her old self, and then bravely gathers up all these disparate pieces of 
the painful and lovely obsessive faith of her past with new grace and gentle	  strength	  to	  move	  forward.” 
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CONTACT/BOOKING 

Bring the compassionate, vulnerable and authentic speaking style of Addie Zierman to 
your event. 
 
Addie is available for retreats, panels, book readings and signings, and many other 
events. She has spoken at bookstores, festivals, conferences, churches and schools, and 
she looks forward to working with you too. 
 
For additional questions or to book Addie, please email addiezierman@gmail.com. 

mailto:addiezierman@gmail.com

